
A.: Good for him! A dead tree actually does lots of good. (As long as  
there’s no risk of it falling on something important, like 

you or your house. Then best to cut it down.) Birds and
squirrels and other animals may nest or sleep in holes 
in the trunk. Bugs that eat wood may live in it too. 
And so may bugs that eat bugs that eat wood, plus 
birds (like woodpeckers) that eat bugs that eat wood 
and may too eat bugs that eat bugs that eat wood.
            (Wobbity, wobbity.)
             In all, more than 500 bird species and 300 

mammal species use dead trees for food, nesting 
and shelter. So says the U.S. Forest Service,  

which runs a program called “Animal Inn” 
to get more people to keep dead 

trees instead of cutting them 
down for firewood.
              Learn more at http://

www.fs.fed.us/r6/nr/wildlife/ 
 animalinn/. Be sure to check out the   

  “Just for Kids” link!
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Notes: The Web site 
mentioned, http://www.fs.fed
.us/r6/nr/wildlife/animalinn/, 
is the “Animal Inn” site. 
Sources also included the Ohio 
State University Extension  
fact sheet “Dead Trees as 
Resources for Forest Wildlife” 
by Melissa Santiago and 
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fact/0018.html.
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From your scientific friends at The Ohio State University — specifically, the Ohio Agricultural Research 
and Development Center (www.oardc.ohio-state.edu) and OSU Extension (extension.osu.edu).

Q. Dear Twig: What good are dead trees? There’s one in the 
woods behind our house. My dad says he won’t cut it down.


