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Notes: The Web link is for the 
Ohio State University Extension 
fact sheet “Natural Organic 
Lawn Care for Ohio.” Farmers 
generally consider white 
clover a valuable addition to 
pastures on farms. But many 
people who have or care for 
lawns see it as a weed and 
don’t want it there. A Canadian 
Web site, “The Clover 
Option,” looks at the history 
of having clover in lawns (or 
not) (“Clover lawns were 
once in vogue”) and, if you’re 
interested in having clover 
in your own lawn, has lots of 
plans and seeding 
instructions. Find it at http://
versicolor.ca/lawns/secC4
.html#subtitle2.
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OSU Extension embraces human 
diversity and is committed to 
ensuring that all educational 
programs conducted by Ohio State 
University Extension are available 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory 
basis without regard to race, 
color, age, gender identity or 
expression, disability, religion, 
sexual orientation, national 
origin, or veteran status. Keith 
L. Smith, Associate Vice President, 
Agricultural Administration and 
Director, OSU Extension. TDD 
No. 800-589-8292 (Ohio only) or 
614-292-1868   
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From your scientific friends at The Ohio State University — specifically, the Ohio Agricultural Research 
and Development Center (www.oardc.ohio-state.edu) and OSU Extension (extension.osu.edu).

Q. Dear Twig: The lawn at my house has clover in it. Is that 
good or bad? 

A. It depends. It depends on if you like your lawn to have only grass 
in it. If you want to have honeybees around or not. And 

other factors, too.
             When I was a nymph, lots of clover — white, 
or Dutch, clover — grew in the lawn of my 
grandfather, Grampa Trunk. He didn’t mind.
             Some people like clover. They like the look of
the little green leaves and the pretty round white 
and pink flowers. 
            They like that clover “fixes” nitrogen 
(“NI-truh-jen”; a key plant nutrient). The roots take 

nitrogen out of the air and turn it into a form that 
plants — the clover and also the plants around 

it — can eat and use to grow.          
              They like that 

honeybees like clover, too. 
The bees collect and eat clover 

pollen. Gardeners like to have 
   bees around. The bees also pollinate 

 other plants, too — like the fruits and   
 vegetables that grow in a garden.               

              But: Nowadays lots of people want  
 only grass to grow in their lawn, nothing else. 

They spread weed killers that kill the clover.     
             And some people don’t want bees 
around. They’re scared they might get stung. 

 Or they might be allergic to getting stung, a 
serious matter indeed.
           Clover good or bad? It 
 depends. Sit in the shade in the 

grass and/or clover and figure 
out what works for you!    

             


