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Out West, a study found

that chipmunks are “important predators” of the rosy finch, a bird.

Q. Dear Twig: Do chipmunks eat meat?
A. Yes. Sometimes. If by “meat” you mean parts of animals and by
“animals” you mean them in general, including invertebrates.
One study called “Food Habits of Chipmunks”
found parts of birds, beetles, grasshoppers
and caterpillars in the stomachs of the chipmunks it
studied.
Another study called “Chipmunk Feeding
Ecology” mentions ants, flies, frogs, moths, mice,
bird eggs, crickets, salamanders and even other
chipmunks in the diets of chipmunks too.
Both said chipmunks tend to eat more
animal stuff in the summer. That is, they tend to
eat what’s present the most: seeds, roots and
flowers in spring; mushrooms
and invertebrates in summer;
nuts in fall.
“Some animal matter
is eaten,” a third study notes in
munklusion, “but seeds, nuts and
fruit are (a chipmunk’s) principal food.”
Meatily,

By Kurt Knebusch
(330) 263-3776
knebusch.1@osu.edu
Notes: The rosy-finch study
took place in the Sierra Nevada
mountains of California. The
first two studies mentioned
were done in Minnesota in
1941 and Ohio in 1978, in that
order. A book you might have
read called Chipmunk at
Hollow Tree Lane has a part
in it where the chipmunk, the
one who lives on Hollow Tree
Lane, eats a worm (raw, not
fried). A Web site on birds (to
be exact, about birds in Ohio,
where I live) (to be exact,
about birds that people see in
Ohio and where and when they
see them) (I check it out to
stay alert to birds that might try
to eat me) had a report a few
weeks ago where someone
saw a chipmunk catch a
goldfinch and eat it.
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From your scientific friends at The Ohio State University — specifically, the Ohio Agricultural Research
and Development Center (www.oardc.ohio-state.edu) and OSU Extension (extension.osu.edu).
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