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From your scientific friends at The Ohio State University — specifically, the Ohio Agricultural Research 
and Development Center (www.oardc.ohio-state.edu) and OSU Extension (extension.osu.edu).

Q. Dear Twig: The polar bears, remember? If the Arctic ice 
cap melts and shrinks, what will that do to them?

A.: Bad things, it would seem. If the Arctic Ocean ends up losing the ice  
 that it normally has in the summer (and it normally does 

have ice in summer, though less than it has in winter), 
“polar bears are unlikely to survive as a species,” 
says a massive scientific report called the Arctic 
Climate Impact Assessment. (We talked about it 
last week. See http://www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~
news/story.php?id=4432.)
          Polar bears, which live in the wild only in the  
  Arctic, need sea ice in summer to travel and hunt 

on. Without it, says a government agency called 
the U.S. Geological Survey, some two-thirds of

 the polar bears on the planet could die 
off in the next 50 years.

           Unfortunately, unless 
the warming and the melting 
 slow down, the Arctic Ocean 

could be ice-free in summers as   
  early as 2012. So says a NASA scientist.  

           The PBs would find that uncool.
            Next: Is other Arctic life at risk, too? 

     
                                           Pagophilically,

      


