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Hey Editor!
Bill Shulaw, D.V.M.,
M.S., Department of
Veterinary Preventive
Medicine, Ohio State
University, reviewed this
column. Ohio State is
proposing an International
Camelid Institute, an
education and service
facility to be based at the
university. Details are at
http://www.international
camelidinstitute.org/ (no
space after
“international”; just one
long word). A wav file of
alpacas humming is at the
web site of Magical
Farms Alpacas,
Litchfield, Ohio, http://
www.alpacafarm.com/.

Dear Twig: There’s a farm near my home
that must have a hundred alpacas. What can
you tell me about them?
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    Lucky you, to have so many alpacas so close.
They’re beautiful animals. Here’s what I can tell
you: Alpacas are related to llamas. They’re smaller
than llamas — about half the size or less. And

they’re sheared like sheep for their valuable “fiber,” or
fleece. The fiber is luxurious. It’s used to make
sweaters, blankets, mittens, gloves, scarves, hats and
more. Ahhh.

Alpacas come from high in the mountains — the
Andes of South America. They were domesticated from
the vicuna, an endangered species that lives in the
Andes. The first U.S. imports were in 1984.

There are two general types of alpacas: the Suri,
which has long, silky fiber and looks like it has
dreadlocks; and the Huacaya (pronounced “wah-kie-
ah”), which looks like a puffball with legs. Its fiber is
fine and colorful.

Did you know alpacas, llamas and vicunas are all
related to camels? They’re part of the group known as
“camelids.”

And did you know alpacas can hum? To me it
sounds like the song of a whale — soft and
mellow and haunting — and folks who hear it
find it gentle and calming. Hmmm.


